The Three Biggest Causes of
Homelessness in Vancouver:
1. The federal government pulling out of an annual social
housing program that brought as many as 2,000 units
of affordable housing to BC
2. Welfare rates that do not meet basic needs. A single
person receives $375 for rent and $235 for everything
else. The average rent for a bachelor apartment in
Vancouver is: $735. In the Downtown Eastside, buginfested hotel rooms without private bathrooms or
cooking facilities, range between $400 and $600 a
month. The vacancy rate is between 0 and .5 per cent.
3. The loss of affordable rental housing due to
redevelopment, speculation and gentrification.

HOMELESSNESS
IN
VANCOUVER

Make Your Voice Heard

Writing a letter to a politician or a newspaper can have more effect
than you think. The opinions of advocacy groups are frequently
discounted while individuals speaking out for the first time often
spark the interest of both politicians and the media.
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT HOMELESSNESS:
www.citywidehousingcoalition.org endhomelessnessnow.ca
www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/commsvcs/housing/pdf/icihousingtablemar07.pdf
www.pivotlegal.org/pdfs/CracksinFoundation.pdf

Citizens demanding change have power!
Never underestimate the power of a few
committed people to change the world.
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has
attributed to Margaret Mead

Remember 20 years ago?
We were so proud of our city.
Our social safety net made Canadian cities
so much more livable than American cities.
In Vancouver, there were not even enough
homeless people to count.

WHAT
CHANGED?

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
POLICIES THAT CAUSED HOMELESSNESS
MUST BE CHANGED
Phone, write, fax and email your MP
Tell Vancouver’s Only Conservative MP, David Emerson:

WE NEED A PERMANENT
NATIONAL SOCIAL HOUSING PROGRAM NOW
Spread the news: Involve friends, neighbours, co-workers,
churches & temples, Email & Facebook contacts

Voice Your Demand For:

Losing Our Social Safety Net:
A RECIPE FOR HOMELESSNESS

1990: Institutions began discharging patients

without providing enough community supports

1993: Federal government ended funding for the
annual construction of 1200 – 2000 social
housing units in BC

1996: End of the Canada

Assistance Plan allowed
provinces to deny welfare benefits and reduce
rates

2001: BC government cancels funding for 1000
social housing units

2002: BC government introduced new welfare rules
cutting benefits to many and creating
purposeful barriers to those needing welfare

2007: CBC News March 9:
	

GVRD statistics show the
	

	

	


number
of older homeless people went up
276 per cent between 2002 and
2005.

u More city, provincial and federally funded Social Housing
u Increases to welfare and minimum wage rates
u All neighbourhood density increases to provide
Social or Rent-Geared-To-Income housing

DO YOU KNOW:
• Canada spends less on social housing than either the US or Great
Britain. In 2006, the UK spent $226 per capita on housing programs, the
US spent $156 while Canada only spent $65 per capita for all housing
programs
• Between 2,000 and 2,500 people in Vancouver are estimated to be
homeless. Between 2003 and 2005, Vancouver lost 514 low-income
housing units. During that same period, the number of homeless people
counted rose by 663
• According to a BC government study, hospital, ambulance, police, courts,
emergency shelters and food services for homeless people cost $40,000
per year per person, accounting for $86.9 million tax dollars annually.
• Poverty is the single greatest cause of homelessness
• Welfare rates today are 25% lower than in 1995, once inflation is factored;
• Raising welfare rates 50% in BC would cost about $500 million
• Permanent social housing programs allow cities to build housing
and neighbourhoods for all ages and income levels

